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I must compliment you, too. You have been elected to the Diet again,
it's your third term."

"Thanks, Marquis. Anyway, the Seiyukai's success indicates that
your economy measures are popular with the people* The newspapers
and the associations of the Chambers of Commerce and other groups
back your moves."
"Huh."

"It will be interesting to watch how the Army Department goes
about the problem of the two-division increase, which disrupts the
original Seiyukai plans. Your new War Minister, General Uyehan
Yusaku, who succeeded the late General Ishimoto, has one of the best
minds in the defense unit, they say. Well, Marquis, are you going
away this summer?"

"No, I'll remain in the city* I am much concerned about the Em-
peror's health. Although it has not been made public, the court physi-
cians informed me some time ago that he was not well. Also, a few
days ago, Genro Yamagata called to my attention die fact that the
Emperor seemed weary. On July 15, when the Privy Council was in
session with Field Marshal presiding, His Majesty was present. During
the deliberation the Genro was not far from him. All of a sudden, the
Sovereign seemed to be napping. Yamagata said that he had never seen
him so wearied during a discussion of state affairs."
"Oh!"

"But, as you know, His Majesty possesses tremendous will power
and doesn't reveal his condition, The other day, when I went to the
Palace to present a report on a national issue to the Throne, he showed
no symptoms of illness at all. Before I left, without any explanation
he gave me a landscape scroll which was on the desk."

"His Majesty has enjoyed most extraordinary health all these years,
has he not? He will recover, Marquis* Your forebodings are ground*
less."

"Huh, Takekoshi-san, I beg your pardon* Look, a horse-carriage
from the Palace is coming into my yard,"
Saionji went out*

Imperial Household Minister Watanabe, his face pale, emerged from
the carriage* As soon as they had exchanged brief greetings, die
Minister announced: "Premier Saionji, His Majesty has been gravely
ill since last night. The court physicians agree that his condition has
become worse this morning/' His voice was trembling. He went on;
"They say it is due to the ailment in his urinary system, I conferred